
 

 
  

Automobile Drivers and Cell Phones  
  

  

Read the passage below about use of cell phones while driving; then follow the instructions for 

writing your essay.   

  
Texas politicians have recently discussed the possibility of passing a law forbidding automobile 

drivers to use their cell phones while driving.  Advocates of this law cite Johnson Space 

Center’s recent posted traffic signs at all gate entrances prohibiting cell phone use by on-site 

drivers.  They believe phones and driving mix no better than “drinking and driving”. A 

ringing cell phone poses an interruption, which at an inappropriate moment, might cause a 

serious accident. Outlawing cell phone use while driving will help drivers stay focused on their 

speed, road conditions ahead, and pedestrians.  
  

Opponents of the ban on cell phone use while driving argue that this policy is discriminatory. 

They believe that this is a free country, and it is their Constitutional right of freedom of speech 

to use a cell phone when and where they please.  In addition, critics believe that talking on the 

phone is no more distracting to the driver than listening to an audio CD or tuning a car radio.  

Neither the CD nor radio  are prohibited for driver use, so why should cell phones be?   Cell 

phones offer a convenience to drivers allowing them to make appointments, conduct business, 

and stay in contact with friends and family as they travel.  
  

Your purpose is to write an essay, to be read by a classroom instructor, in which you take a position 

on whether or not drivers should be allowed to use their cell phones while driving.  Be sure to defend 

your position with logical arguments and appropriate examples.  

 

[For extra credit, conduct a survey of passing cars at a designated location near the campus. Record 

the number of cars passing versus how many drivers talk on hand-held cell phones. Collect data 
during the morning and afternoon.  Average the results to determine the percentage of driver cell 

phone use. Compose a paper discussing findings which analyzes results.] 

 

[For even more credit, find the error in spelling, punctuation, run-on sentences, and omissions of  

words which should have been included to make the text readable.  The above news article is exactly 

as it appeared on-line.  Why do you think these errors were made?  Why are there more errors in the 

last half of the article than the first half?  What message does this convey to you, as a writer of your 

essay?] 

  

  

  

*From the Developmental Educators’ Handbook, Betty and Jerry Woodfill, Authors/Editors 

  

   


